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CHEMISTRY. 



During the time that Wheat, from which 
Starch is ufually manufadlured, was at 
a high price in the year 1796, the 
Society, in order to fave as much as 
poffible of that Grain for the purpofe 
of Bread, offered a Premium of the 
Gold Medal or Thirty Guineas, 
for difcovering a method of manufac- 
turing Starch from materials not ufed 
as food for man j and this Seffion a 
Claim was made for that Premium by 
Mrs. Jane Gibes, of Portland, from 
whom the following Papers, and a pro- 
per quantity of the Starch, were re- 
ceived ; and notwithftanding that, from 
the high price of the root of the Arum 
Maculatum, it can hardly become an 
article of commerce or of general ufe, 
yet, according to the terms of the So- 
ciety's Advertifement, and to induce 
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ingenious perfons to difcovcr and impart 
to the Public, the knowledge of any 
new materials to be employed, to ufeful 
purpofes, in manufadures, the Premium 
was adjudged to this Candidate : and a 
fample of the Starch is referred in the 
Society's colled:ion, as prepared by 
Mrs. GiBBs, from whom the following 
Account was received. 



SIR, 

TN confequence of your letter, I have 
•*- made enquiry concerning the quantity 
of roots of the plant from which my Starch 
has been prepared, necelTary for th? making 
a given quantity of Starch; but do not find 
any of the roots have been weighed, fo that 
I cannot afcertain what proportion of Starch 
is yielded by them. It is believed a peck 
of the roots will make about four pounds 
of Starch, though, in the operation, a lefs 
quantity is obtained from fome roots than 
from others ; the Starch is fold at about 
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eleven pence a pound : the plant from which 
it is prepared is here called Lords and 
Ladies (Arum Vulgare Maculatum) j the 
roots are found in the common fields, and 
being cleanfed, and pounded in a ftone mor- 
tar with water, the whole is then ftrained, 
and, after fettling, the water being poured 
off, the Starch remains at the bottom, which 
when dried becomes a fine powder. It may 
be advifeable, during the preparing Starch 
from the roots of this plant, to be careful 
in handling them, left their acrid quality 
may injure the hands. 

The two hundred weight of Starch I 
have prepared, as mentioned in the Certi- 
ficate, is equal to the fample now fent. 

I am 

Yout humble fervant, 

Jane Gibbs. 

Portland Arms, 
Portland, Dorfet/hire, 
January i, 1797. 

Mr. More. 

This 
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THIS is to certify, that Jane Gibbsr, 
of the lile of Portland, has in her 
pofleflion two hundred weight of Starch 
made from roots dug in the common field, 
which roots are not the food of man ; and 
the faid Jane Gibbs will produce any quan- 
tity of the Starch, whenever required : the 
^id roots were dug, and the Starch made, in 
the prefent year* 

J. Payne, Redor. 

William Pearce,7 ^ 

+, _' J. Churchwardens. 

tDWARD PeARCE, J 

Portland, 
Dec. 22, 1796. 



